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laying low close on 50 per cent of their effective strength;
but after two months* investment the white flag was hoisted
aad Havana was ours, and with it the whole of Cuba. A
smaller force sent from India in a short and sharp siege of ten
days compelled the surrender of Manila and the Philippines.
The operations against the French islands proceeded simul-
taneously and apace. Monckton led an expedition of 8000 of
his American veterans against Martinique; in a month of
arduous campaigning he reduced it to submission, and quickly
followed up his success by the capture of St. Lucia, Grenada
and St. Vincent. A French counter offensive against New-
foundland surprised and gained temporary possession of the
island, but the victorious troops, after being left in undisturbed
occupation for three months, were then invested by sea and
land and compelled to lay down their arms. Even on the
continent of Europe the influence of British sea power and
British aims made itself felt in new spheres of activity, and
7000 troops assisted the Portuguese army on its eastern frontier
in bidding defiance to the Spanish threats of invasion.
Meanwhile the French in Germany were reduced for the
first time to the defensive. Soubise and d'Estrees with 70,000
men had received orders to confine themselves to maintaining
their gains, while 30,000 more under Conde were held back to
safeguard the lower Rhine. Ferdinand, detaching a force to
observe the latter, advanced in May with 50,000 men on both
banks of the Weser, and, arriving on the Diemel, found the
French in position facing him at Wilhelmstal. On June 24 he
attempted to carry out an ambitious scheme for enveloping
both their flanks and forcing theni to a decisive battle at a
disadvantage, but they succeeded, though not without difficulty
and loss, in escaping the embrace of the Allied wings, owing to
the faulty co-ordination of the latter's movements. Ferdinand,
pushing the pursuit, forced his foes steadily out of Hesse and
back as far as the Main, where, being joined by Conde from
the Rhine, they faced about, enveloped his right, and compelled
him in turn to fall back behind the Ohm. Here their further
progress was stayed in a fierce little action, and the capture
of Cassel by the Allies ended the campaign, and the war in
Germany, on a note of victory.
During the greater part of the summer of 1762 conversations
had been going on between the representatives of the belligerent
powers which eventuated on November zi in the signature of
definite preliminaries of peace. The decision of George III.
and his minister, Bute, to put an end to the war, and still more
the terms to which they finally consented, were both at the time
and since subjected to fierce and bitter criticism. The con-